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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (LSB 357) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, That 

mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

A mirroring of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. A reflection of the 

continuous cycle of sin, oppression, rescue, and restoration in 

Judges. The conquest and exile of Israel to Babylon and their 

eventual justification and return to the land. All of these events, 

and many more, find their refrain in this familiar Advent hymn. 

The people cry out under the weight of their oppressor, and 

God replies! “I have surely seen the affliction of my people… 

and have heard their cry. I know their sufferings and have come 

down to deliver them!” (Exodus 3:7-8) But of course, I’m getting  
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ahead of myself. Because this hymn isn’t necessarily about the deliverance that has come, but 

instead, finds joy, hope, and peace merely at the promise of his coming! 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily; To us the path of knowledge 

show, And teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Again, in the words of the hymn we see the hopeful longing for Wisdom to come. “In the beginning was 

the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made.” (John 1:1-3) 

Christ is the Word and he is the Wisdom of God which he used to create all things. His wisdom was there 

in the beginning, but our first parents chose not to heed his word. Instead, Eve sought her own wisdom, 

stumbling blindly into the darkness of sin and death. In a moment, Adam and Eve saw their naked 

exposure before God, and from then on, their sin was apparent and ever before them. But again, God 

gave his promise even there. One would come, born of woman, who would set things right! O come, O 

come Emanuel! O come, indeed! 

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny That trust Thy mighty power to 

save, And give them victory o’er the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Indeed, God promised Adam and Eve that one would come. That promise remained and was renewed in 

King David. When God established the Kingdom of Israel through David, He promised David that he 

would never lack a man to sit on the throne. And once more, the prophet Jeremiah called the people to 

remember that promise. “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise 

that I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days I will cause a righteous Branch 

to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah 

will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely.” (Jeremiah 33:14-16) This reminder came nearly 400 

years after David, at a time when the people were once again feeling the dual burdens of sin and 

oppression by their neighbors. Yet, even as this Branch wouldn’t spring up for another 600 years, 

imagine the hope and comfort these words gave to the people. 

O Come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; Disperse the gloomy clouds 

of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 

Israel! 

As we look with wonder and anticipation to Christ’s first coming at Christmas, we remember John’s 

words once more. “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, 

and his own people did not receive him… [Still] the word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:9-11, 14) 

At the risk of speeding too quickly past Advent to get to Christmas, I would point out that John’s words 

here are not looking forward, but backward. Because Christ has come! He is the ‘light that shines in 

the darkness, which the darkness cannot overcome!’ (John 1:5) Yes, the dawning of our salvation has 

already come. By his birth, his life, and his death and resurrection, he has not only shown his light in 

the darkness, but he has put death and the devil to flight. And yet even now, Rejoice! Rejoice! For 

Emmanuel shall come to you! 
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O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Rejoice dear friends! Your Lord has come! He has set you free from sin and death and has given you 
the crown of life! And yet, we remain here on this side of the resurrection. Called to serve His 
Kingdom, we share this joyous news of his first coming with all who will hear, yet we do this in the face 
of a world that is broken and divided. Even so, our hearts are swelled with joy and praise. Because, as 
our King of Peace has come, he is coming again! It is as the Angels said to the disciples at Jesus 
ascension, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) Even 
more, Jesus says in Revelation, “Behold I am coming soon!” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! (Revelation 
22:20) Yes dear friends, ‘Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee! In Jesus name, Amen! 

Pastor James Sorensen 

Pastor’s Corner, Cont. 

Greetings in Jesus’ Name, 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE STREAMING . . .  

Please go to our Faith Lutheran Church YOUTUBE channel  

• All services are on our new YOUTUBE channel. 

• You can find it on our website at faithlutheranbv.org under streaming and archived services, 

or search for Faith Lutheran Buena Vista on YOUTUBE.  

• Upcoming and archived worship services will be there. 

• Please SUBSCRIBE to this channel when you get there. 

• Unfortunately, no phone dialup is available with the new system. 
 

Please check in 5 to 10 minutes early. 

God bless and keep you. 

There will be an AED / CPR Class at the Buena Vista Library on Saturday, 
December 10

th
. 

If you’re interested, either go to the library or go online to register and get 
all the details. 
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 Sunday’s Adult Bible Study. Subject:  “Explaining All the Scary Stuff in 
Revelation,” featuring the Rev. Ken Klaus. 

  Join us Sunday at 9:00 A.M.! 

SUNDAY 

 

 Men’s Morning Bible Study:  Men's morning Bible study is held Thursdays, 
9:00 A.M. 

 We’re studying a book called Faith that Engages the Culture by Alfonso 
Espinosa.  

THURSDAY 

LifeLight Bible Study . . . 

The LifeLight study of Daniel will be JANUARY 10, 2023.  Here is some info about Daniel: 

Session 1: God Prepares His Helpers 
Session 2: God Reveals the Future 
Session 3: God Rescues the Faithful and Humbles the Proud 
Session 4: God Changes the Rules 
Session 5: God Saves Those Who Trust in Him 
Session 6: God Speaks through Dreams 
Session 7: God Restores and Saves 
Session 8: God Purifies 
Session 9: God Ends History in Glory 

If you would like to join this study please let me know, and I will order an Enrichment 
magazine which contains nine worksheets to be completed prior to class.  I will order the 
magazines at the end of December and get them to you in time to prepare for January 
10th. 

You are welcome to attend the study in person in my home or via Zoom at 9:30 AM. 

If you need more information or have questions feel free to call me. 

Blessings, 
Barb Kegler 

TUESDAY 

 

   Tuesday Evening Adult Bible Study. Pastor Sorensen is leading a Bible Study 
Tuesdays, weekly at 6:30 P.M., studying Lutheranism 101 “Confirmation Refresher.” 

           — Come join us Tuesdays at 6:30 P.M. 
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EVANGELISTS OF FAITH 

December 2022 
 

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the Light of life.”  (John 8:12) 

Light!  It reminds me of Christmas.  We light our trees, houses, 
shops and buildings, streets, and just about everything as a 
part of our Christmas preparations.  As a child I loved all of the 
lights during Christmastime. Somehow they just lifted my spirit. 

During Advent we light an advent candle each week as a sym-
bol of the coming Christ child, and then on Christmas day we 
finally light the Christ candle as a symbol that He has come.  He 
is in our midst! 

I especially like the Christmas Eve candlelight service, when the 
light is taken from the Christ candle and spread to each person’s individual candle, and 
then we sing Silent Night.  What a beautiful way to welcome the coming of our Christ!  
We are now lights of Christ, as He says in Matthew 5:14-16:  “You are the light of the 
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under 
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.” 

Our candlelight service becomes a symbol of Christ’s light spreading to all people.  As 
such, He then directs us to go out and let that light shine to others through our good 
works, in order that they may also see and know God’s love.  As such, we traditionally 
give gifts to family and friends.  Again…. a symbol of goodwill and sharing what we 
have.  And….I think most of us  tend to look out a little farther, to those who are in need 
- for ways that we can share, and brighten their lives as well.  There are so many oppor-
tunities to share with others that we don’t have to look far.  You may already know of 
Christian opportunities that you support as a way to help others.  If you are looking for 
other opportunities, a box of groceries to the Ark Valley Christian Mission is always wel-
come as a way to help neighbors closest to us. 

This Christmas, my hope is that our lights shine brightly, knowing that Christ has come!  
We no longer walk in darkness, but in the Light of life.  I pray that we can together, as 
Christ’s body, let that light shine for all to see and glorify God.  

God’s Blessings,   

Tim Pleger, Evangelism Coordinator 
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GAME NIGHT 

 No Game Night in December 2022.   

 

     Please submit your articles and other input for the 

      JANUARY 2023 Newsletter  

to FLC’s administrative assistant ON OR BEFORE 
 

 Tuesday, DECEMBER 20th, 2022 

FLC Office Hours: Pastor Sorensen’s office hours at Faith are: 

 9:30 A.M. to 12 Noon Thursdays. Other times by appointment only. 
 

 Deadlines: Please make sure any information needing to be 

included in Sunday’s bulletins is given to FLC Administrative  

Assistant by the Thursday BEFORE that Sunday service.  If it is 

received after Wednesday, the information will then be included 
in the following Sunday’s bulletin.  Our bulletins can then be    
published in a timely manner.  

WWW: Check out our presence on the world wide web!  

 Faith’s webpage is at faithlutheranbv.org. 

If you look in the links section, you will find that our Facebook page is 
linked there as well. 

           — Stop in and  — 

 

 If you need to get in touch with one 
of the Elders, they have generously made 
their telephone numbers available . . .  

Mark Brinkmann  661-444-7865 

Denny Witte  708-846-8300 

Joel Tarcha   970-819-8459 
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Subject: Newsletter 

suggestions (5 W's) 
 

 When submitting articles for 
the monthly Newsletter 
please include the following: 

Who (who is doing the 
event and who to ask 
questions or give 

 suggestions to) 

 What 

 When - date and times. 
 (Start and ending times)  

 Where  

 Why 

 Volunteer needed? 

Approximate operating expenses for  
November 2022 are $9,400.00. 

Date Church Communion Offering 

November 6 47 42 $5,862.20 

November 13 41 32 $1,584.10 

November 20 44 39 $2,684.10 

November 27 N/A N/A N/A 

November 2022 Attendance and 
Offering Report 

 

Thrivent Action Team 

   All Thrivent members are eligible to lead a Thrivent Action Team. However, the 
number of teams each member can lead per year depends on his or her membership 
type. 

   Benefit members are eligible to lead two Thrivent Action Teams per calendar year, 
and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year (maximum of 
three). 

   A $250 Community Impact Card will be sent to you to use as seed money to get 
your project off the ground and make a bigger impact. 

Operation Christmas Child 

Faith Lutheran Church donated 21 shoe boxes 
this year to help share the good news of Jesus 
Christ with millions of boys and girls in more 
than 100 countries.  Thank you for caring and for 
your contributions.   
 

Mark Brinkmann and Sherry Bishop  

https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership-and-benefits/#benefit
https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership-and-benefits/#associate
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Those Serving Us This Month 

 

Communion Setup 

Month of December - Cindy Dunekacke 

 
Altar Flowers 

December 4– Barb and Bill Kegler 
December 11 - Ampy Swart 

December 18 - Clare and Joel Tarcha 
December 25 - Myrna Cunningham 

 

Greeters 

December 4– Vaughn Bishop 
December 11 - Becky Daughety 

December 18 - James Miller 
December 25 - Gerald Gallop 

  

Ushers 

December 4 - Rev. Dan and Betty Muecke 
December 11 - Joel and Clare Tarcha 

December 18 - Chris Winkelmeyer 
December 25 - Chris Winkelmeyer 

  

 

Elders 

   Mark Brinkmann, Head Elder 
   Dennis Witte 
    Joel Tarcha 

 

Reader 

December 4– Colleen Miller 
December 11 - Clare Tarcha 

December 18 - Richard Peterson 
December 25 - Jana Schumann 

 
Cleaning the Sanctuary & Basement 

[substitutes if the Roeslers are still gone]: 

Cleaning the Sanctuary 
December 4-10 - Ampy Swart 

December 18-24 - Ampy Swart 
 

Cleaning the Basement 
December 4-10 - Jean and Mark Brinkmann 

December 18-24 - Mark and Jean Brinkmann 

 
From Colleen Miller, Outgoing Stewardship Chair: 
 

 My appreciation to all the Faith members, who diligently and cheerfully 
served our church with volunteer tasks. Your faithful commitments made my job 
as Stewardship Chair enjoyable. 

 I know you will display the same faithful service for the new Stewardship 
Chair, Sharon Carter. 
   
Thank you, Colleen Miller 
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   First Fruits for this month:  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE we will again respond to the items the 

 M I S S I O N  currently needs –  

The Mission needs Spaghetti Sauce, One-Dish Meals (canned), Peanut Butter, 
      Tuna Packets, Canned Fruit and/or Pre-packaged Fruit Cups. 

Financial contributions are also welcome! 

Please take contributions to their back door and knock to donate. 

HOURS:  Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

. . . and a big  to all for donations 

from all of us at the mission! 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

15440 W Main Street/County Road 306 
Buena Vista, CO 

395-2039 

Invites YOU to our Advent Suppers and Services 
  

Thursday, December 1st LWML Advent Soup Supper 
Thursday, December 8th Men’s Bible Study will be serving 

Thursday, December 15th Council will be serving 
Thursday, December 22nd *Ukraine Advent Supper 

  

Suppers will start at 5:30 P.M. 

Church Services starting at 6:15 P.M. 

 
* A sign-up sheet for the Ukraine supper will be in 

 the Narthex on the door. 
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LWML CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 is December 10 at the 
Mt. Princeton RV Park Clubhouse. 

Gathering at 9:30 A.M. with 
Brunch at 10:00 A.M. 

JANUARY 8, 2023 –  
 

Everyone is invited 
to stay after church 
service to 
undecorate the 
church of Christmas 
decorations.  

— Used with permission from the artist 
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December 1, 2022, LWML Advent meal will be soups, bread and dessert.  Please have your 

food items to the kitchen by 5:15 P.M. 

January 5, 2023, at 1:00 P.M. Bring a friend and Share the Blessing of Friendship and FaitH-

building. Barb Kegler will be starting the LWML meeting with a devotion and serving as hostess.  

You can never receive too much Thanks so,  

Blessings and Thanks to 

each and everyone who baked, cooked, crafted, 

donated items, volunteered, shopped and dined with us 

at the 2022 Best Bazaar so far! 

And all volunteers who worked the Rocky Mountain 

Christmas Fair at the Buena Vista High School. 

 
All funds raised at the Bazaar and the Rocky Mountain Christmas Fair will be distributed to a 
Christian Mission Ministries.  We could not do all this without your support.  We invite you to 
submit names of your favorite local, state or International Christian Mission Ministries 

to be considered as a recipient of distributed funds. 
Place your suggestions in the LWML mailbox found in the Narthex. Suggestions should 
include the name of your favorite organization, reason for nominating this organization, 

address, contact information and your name. 
 

Secret Sister signups will be passed out at the LWML Christmas party.  
The completed  forms returned to Barb's FLC mailbox box by Jan. 1, 2023;   

 names drawn Jan. 2th and back to FLC mailboxes Jan. 4, 2023 
 

Upcoming events for January will include a guest speaker Beth Ritchie from Haven of Hope 
immediately following the service on January 15th at a Lunch & Learn. 
 

January 29th: a Baby shower for Drew, Brittany and Katarina Bever, who are expecting a 
baby in February. 

 

"Serve the Lord with Gladness" 
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 Stephen Ministry 

        Look What God is Doing! 
                                      Hear about the surprising things that God is doing in Stephen Ministries. 

 By Connie Wright 

 
 

We are now in the Advent Season, that time of waiting, repentance, and preparing our 
hearts for the joys of Christmas.  Maybe this is a good time to talk about patience.  Could 
you use a little as you wait in line at the store?  Or, as you hold your tongue when your 
least favorite relative says something inappropriate …again?  Or, as you wait for the gift 
you ordered, that is now a week late in arriving?  Patience can run thin for many reasons. 

A while back, in our Stephen Ministry continuing education meeting,  we took a look at 
patience.  Let me share a little of what we learned.   

A simple definition might be, to be patient is to endure discomfort without complaint.  It is 
included among the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians, and is generally considered a virtue by 
most people.   

The main reason that patience is so difficult is because we, by nature, are only aware of 
our own thoughts and feelings.  We can’t know what others are thinking unless we are 
told by them.  For example:  When standing in line or waiting in traffic, all the people 
who are waiting are equally worthy to get what they are waiting for, or to arrive at their 
destinations.  However, I know only my own thoughts and am intimately aware of only 
my own needs, which naturally incline me to put myself first.  The result is frustration 
that I’m not first in line, and this strongly tempts me to be impatient. 

Sometimes we even become impatient with God, for much the same reason.  It is not 
always clear to us what God is thinking when He is “dragging His feet” in answering 
our prayers.  Sometimes we are inclined to look for God’s will from our own perspec-
tive rather than from God’s, and frustration builds. 

Probably the best solution to developing patience is to “walk a mile in the other man’s 
shoes”, or at least try to imagine doing so.  Seeing others from their own perspective will 
help us to be patient with them. 

It’s also been said that nothing teaches like experience, and thankfully, with practice, we 
can become more patient.  Just like being forgiven can teach us to be more forgiving, 
difficulties can teach us patience.   

Becoming more patient requires patience.  We can use this season of waiting to help 
develop our patience.  Be mindful of the process of sanctification, and how God is at 
work in your life.  Even in these annoyances, we are slowly becoming more like Jesus.      
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   In Our Prayers    

Continued prayers are requested for GARY DENNIS and his wife LORI, as Gary’s health 
continues to decline. 

. . . and for LORI DENNIS, as she recovers from another (third) shoulder replacement. 
Surgery was done late afternoon/evening on November 9, 2022. 

 
Please continue prayers for Natalie & Kim Roesler’s daughter, MIRANDA BEASON, as 

she goes through aggressive recovery treatment. Natalie and Kim are in Omaha with her and 
her family.  Please continue to pray for all the family. 

 

JAMES MILLER has returned home from the hospital and rehab after a Covid episode. 
He is improving daily.  Now using walking sticks, instead of walker.  Continuing therapy for 
balance. Thanks for your continued prayers. 

 

LINCOLN BISHOP, grandson of Vaughn and Sherry Bishop, continues to improve and 
hopefully will be well enough to go back to school on Monday.  Thanks for your prayers! 

 

Prayers for Betty Muecke’s niece LAUREN and great nephew CAL, who have tested 
positive to COVID.  She believes they are asymptomatic. 
 

Please pray for 6-year-old PHOEBE BEHRMANN, Evelyn’s great granddaughter, who is 
hospitalized in New Mexico with COVID and RSV. 

 

 

If you are sick or injured, 
please contact Pastor or one 
of the Elders so that we     
may visit and/or pray for you. 
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December 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Elders Meeting,  
  5:30 p.m. 

DEADLINE for    
 JANUARY 
  Newsletter  

Men’s Bible 
   Study, 9 a.m. 

Stampin’Up 
   9:30a.m. – 
     1:00 p.m. 

Stephen Ministry 
   Meeting and  
   Christmas Party 
   5:30 p.m. 

Bible Study 
  9:00 a.m 
 

Second Advent   
  Sunday Service 
  10:30a.m. 

Bible Study 
  9:00 a.m 
 

Third Advent   
  Sunday Service 
  10:30a.m. 
 
 

Operation Spirit 
  Sunday 

Men’s Bible 
   Study, 9 a.m. 

Bible Study 
  9:00 a.m 
 

Fourth Advent   
  Sunday Service 
  10:30a.m. 

Bible Study 
  9:00 a.m 

Men’s Bible 
   Study, 9 a.m. 

PEARL 
 HARBOR 
   DAY 

Men’s Bible 
   Study, 9 a.m. 

Men’s Bible 
   Study, 9 a.m. 

LWML Christmas 
  Party 10:00  a.m. 

CHRISTMAS 
   SUNDAY 
    Service, 
     10:00 a.m. 

CHRISTMAS 
   EVE SERVICE 
    7:00 P.M. 

Advent Midweek 
  Service: 6:15p.m. 
  Supper: 5:30 p.m. 

Advent Midweek 
  Service: 6:15p.m. 
  Supper: 5:30 p.m. 

Advent Midweek 
  Service: 6:15p.m. 
  Supper: 5:30 p.m. 

Advent Midweek 
  Service: 6:15p.m. 
  Supper: 5:30 p.m. 

Adult Bible 
 Study, 6:30 p.m. 

Adult Bible 
 Study, 6:30 p.m. 

Adult Bible 
 Study, 6:30 p.m. 

Adult Bible 
 Study, 6:30 p.m. 


