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As We Gather 

One of the pleasures of walking through medieval towns and cities in Europe is 
seeing the signs that hang above the doorways of various stores and craftwork 
locations. Without a word of written language, you can tell where the town’s 
cobbler, blacksmith, baker, and glove maker have set up their shops. The signs 
indicate that the masters are at work in their various locations. For Christians, 
Advent is a time for looking to the signs of the presence of God as found in Word 
and Sacrament. There are signs around us right now! The cross over the altar or 
in front of church wordlessly attests to the fulfilling of the work by the Master of 
all creation through the coming of Jesus as the babe of Bethlehem, who would be 
our crucified and resurrected Lord. The candles on the Advent wreath burn 
brightly today! The signs of the season are all around us. 
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339 Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Paul Liljestrand, 1931–2011 
Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000649 
Tune: © 1970 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000649 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of 
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  



5 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
 and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
 and with him is plentiful redemption. 
And he will redeem Israel 
 from all his iniquities. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
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357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref, 7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you.           C And also with you. 

P Let us pray…  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.         C Amen. 
 

Please Be Seated 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–17 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 
put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 
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himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how 
to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 
17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s 
house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from 
Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord.            C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

Epistle Romans 1:1–7 

 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 
holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for 
the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord.            C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.         C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 

I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come.  
Amen. 
 

Please Be Seated 

342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000649 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

Please Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
Petitions conclude: 

P   …Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P … for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Please Be Seated 

Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Please Stand 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary … Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

  



11 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He 
has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.              C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Please Be Seated 

524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
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5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    How cold my warmest thought! 
But when I see Thee as Thou art, 
    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 
    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 
And may the music of Thy name 
    Refresh my soul in death! 

Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799–1877 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

832 Jesus Shall Reign 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000649 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Please Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord.           C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Operation Spirit from the Heart of the Rockies Supporting LCMS Chaplains 

In our continuing mission to support our nation’s troops while they are deployed  
         domestically and abroad, our church puts together packages that are sent to 

      LCMS military Chaplains for distribution to deployed troops. 

New Troop Donation List 

Items difficult to give away to service members 
Canned goods 
no way to cook contents, little desire to do so with hot food at dining facilities 
 
Condiment packs 
ketchup, mustard, jelly, hot sauce, BBQ sauce, etc., are generally thrown away. 
 
Toilet paper 
no need for it as facilities are properly stocked 
 
Hotel shampoos and soaps 
these generally are thrown away as they are too small for regular use 
 
Chocolate candy bars/gummy bears 
arrive in a “melted glob” and are inedible and discarded 
 
5-Hour Energy/Energy shots or drinks 
these are not healthy in a high temperature environment 
 
Outdated religious literature 
outdated religious literature, such as Portals of Prayer, are not desired 
 
Phone cards 
not needed; Wi-Fi connectivity is everywhere as well as MWR “free phone calls” home 
 
Old or outdated Halloween candy this arrives non-edible and is discarded 
 
Comic books and “funny papers” most entertainment is on social media via Wi-Fi 
 

Items appreciated by service members (these items, if individually wrapped, go quickly): 

Protein and granola bars are considered desirable. 
 
Individually-wrapped hard candies, Tootsie Pops, suckers, etc. 
 
Rice Krispies treats are always winners. 
 
Small cans of Pringles or small cracker packs (peanut butter, cheese, etc.). 
 
Nuts, small packages, all kinds are regularly sought after and are a hot commodity. 
 
Chewing gum, especially “breath enhancers” when you cannot always brush after a meal. 
 
Personal hygiene items: toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, bar soap, wet wipes, etc. 
 
Individual juice mix (single serve) packages. 

  

Please pray for all deployed soldiers and their families. 
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2022 Officers of Faith Lutheran Church 

 

Cindy Dunekacke, President Mark Brinkmann, Head Elder 
Clare Tarcha, Vice-President 661.444.7865 
Chris Winkelmeyer, Trustee Dennis Witte, Elder 
 Joel Tarcha, Elder 
Christian Education: Open 
Colleen Miller, Stewardship Chair 
Betty Muecke, Council Secretary   
   
Evangelism Coordinator: Open Pastor James T. Sorensen  
Bill Kegler, Treasurer 402.432.5090  
Jana Schumann, Financial Secretary jtsorensen1@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

Assisting in Worship Today (December 18, 2022) 
  

Pastor – Pastor James T. Sorensen Communion Setup – Cindy Dunekacke 
 Elder – Mark Brinkmann            Reader – Richard Peterson 

Organist/Pianist – Joan Lobeck Acolyte – Andrew Behrmann 
 Crucifer – Brittany Bever 

Altar Flowers – Joel and Clare Tarcha 
Greeter – James Miller 
Usher – Chris Winkelmeyer 

Week of December 18–24, 2022 [substitutes if the Roeslers are still gone]: 

 Cleaning the Sanctuary: 
 Ampy Swart 

 Cleaning the Basement: 
 Jean and Mark Brinkmann 
 
 

  

mailto:jtsorensen1@gmail.com
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 Assisting in Worship Next Sunday (December 25, 2022) 
  

Pastor – Pastor James T. Sorensen Communion Setup – Cindy Dunekacke 
 Elder – Mark Brinkmann            Reader – Jana Schumann 

Organist/Pianist – Jana Schumann Acolyte – Andrew Behrmann 
 Crucifer – Gerald Gallob 

Altar Flowers – Myrna Cunningham 
Greeter – Gerald Gallob 
Usher – Chris Winkelmeyer 

 
                     

 
 

 
 

 WWW: Check out our presence on the world wide web! Faith’s webpage is at 
faithlutheranbv.org. If you look in the links section, there you will find that our 
Facebook page is linked there as well. Stop in and keep in touch. 
 
  Join us at home. Search for Faith Lutheran Church Buena Vista CO on 
YouTube. There you will find Live service and archived services.  

         -- OR -- go to:   www.faithlutheranbv.org   

  and follow links to Services. See you online! 

 
This Month’s First Fruits: 

 

 For First Fruits, we will respond to the items the Mission currently needs 
until further notice ... 

SPAGHETTI SAUCE, CANNED ONE-DISH MEALS, PEANUT BUTTER, TUNA 
PACKETS, and CANNED FRUIT and/or PRE-PACKAGED FRUIT CUPS – 

reflecting the need to feed those without cooking facilities. 

 These items can be taken directly to the Mission on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays between 11 A.M. and 1 P.M. – at their back 
door.  Food items can also be put in the collection basket in the church 
narthex. 

  Remember to grab a couple jars/cans every time you go to the grocery 
store. 

 
 Sunday’s Adult Bible Study: Subject: “Who am I? What am I 
Doing Here?” Lutheran Ministries. 

  
 

Announcements 
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 Tuesday’s Adult Bible Study: Pastor Sorensen will be showing a 
movie, “Tales of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” at 6:30 
P.M. 
 
 

 Men’s Thursday Morning Bible Study:  FYI: NO Men's morning 
Bible Study until January 5, 2023, 9:00 A.M.  
 [We’re studying a book called Faith That Engages the Culture by 
Alfonso Espinosa.] 
 

 

LifeLight Bible Study . . . 

The LifeLight study of Daniel will begin January 10, 2023.   

If you would like to join this study, please let me know and I will order an 
Enrichment magazine which contains nine worksheets to be completed prior 
to class.  I will order the magazines at the end of December and get them to 
you in time to prepare for January 10th. 

You are welcome to attend the study in person in my home or via Zoom at 
9:30 AM. 

If you need more information or have questions feel free to call me. 

 Blessings, 
Barb Kegler 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
15440 W Main Street/County Road 306 

Buena Vista, CO 
395-2039 

Invites YOU to our Advent Suppers and Services 
  
  

Thursday, December 22nd *Ukraine Advent Supper 
  

Suppers will start at 5:30 P.M. 
Church Services starting at 6:15 P.M. 

 
Christmas Eve Service: 7:00 P.M. 

Christmas Morning Service: 10:30 A.M. 
 

* A sign-up sheet for the Ukraine supper will be in 
 the Narthex on the door. 
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Operation Spirit From the Heart of the Rockies Supporting LCMS Chaplains 

In our continuing mission to support our nation’s troops while they are deployed  
         domestically and abroad, our church puts together packages that are sent to 

      LCMS military Chaplains for distribution to deployed troops. 

New Troop Donation List 

Items difficult to give away to service members 
Canned goods 
no way to cook contents, little desire to do so with hot food at dining facilities 
 
Condiment packs 
ketchup, mustard, jelly, hot sauce, BBQ sauce, etc., are generally thrown away. 
 
Toilet paper 
no need for it as facilities are properly stocked 
 
Hotel shampoos and soaps 
these generally are thrown away as they are too small for regular use 
 
Chocolate candy bars/gummy bears 
arrive in a “melted glob” and are inedible and discarded 
 
5-Hour Energy/Energy shots or drinks 
these are not healthy in a high temperature environment 
 
Outdated religious literature 
outdated religious literature, such as Portals of Prayer, are not desired 
 
Phone cards 
not needed; Wi-Fi connectivity is everywhere as well as MWR “free phone calls” home 
 
Old or outdated Halloween candy this arrives non-edible and is discarded 
 
Comic books and “funny papers” most entertainment is on social media via Wi-Fi 
 

Items appreciated by service members (these items, if individually wrapped, go quickly): 

Protein and granola bars are considered desirable. 
 
Individually-wrapped hard candies, Tootsie Pops, suckers, etc. 
 
Rice Krispies treats are always winners. 
 
Small cans of Pringles or small cracker packs (peanut butter, cheese, etc.). 
 
Nuts, small packages, all kinds are regularly sought after and are a hot commodity. 
 
Chewing gum, especially “breath enhancers” when you cannot always brush after a meal. 
 
Personal hygiene items: toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, bar soap, wet wipes, etc. 
 
Individual juice mix (single serve) packages. 

  

Please pray for all deployed soldiers and their families. 
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This week at Faith Lutheran  
 

DECEMBER 18 – Fourth Sunday in Advent     
DECEMBER 20 – Movie, 6:30 P.M. 

DECEMBER 20          DEADLINE for JANUARY 2023 NEWSLETTER    
 

DECEMBER 22 – Ukraine Advent Supper, 5:30 P.M. 
DECEMBER 22 – Advent Service, 6:15 P.M. 
DECEMBER 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE Service, 7:00 P.M.   

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events at Faith Lutheran 
 

DECEMBER 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY Service at 10:30 A.M. 

DECEMBER 27 – Adult Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Upcoming Events at Faith Lutheran  2023 

 
JANUARY 1 – HAPPY NEW YEAR ! ! ! 
JANUARY 3 – Adult Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. 
JANUARY 5 – Men’s Bible Study Resumes, 9:00 A.M. 
JANUARY 5 – LWML Meeting, 1:00 P.M. 
JANUARY 5 – C/E Stephen Ministry Meeting, 5:30 P.M. 
JANUARY 6 – Stampin’Up, 9:30 A.M. 
 

  JANUARY 8 – All invited to stay after the church service 
 and undecorate the church 
 of Christmas adornments. 

JANUARY 10 – LifeLight Starts, 9:30 A.M. 
JANUARY 10 – Elders Meeting, 5:30 P.M. 
JANUARY 10 – Adult Bible Study, 6:30 P.M.  
JANUARY 12 – Men’s Bible Study, 9:00 A.M. 
JANUARY 12 – Council Meeting, 5:30 P.M. 
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(Upcoming Events at Faith Lutheran 2023 continued) 

 
JANUARY 16 – MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DAY 
JANUARY 17 – LifeLight Bible Study, 9:30 A.M. 
JANUARY 17 – Adult Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. 
JANUARY 19 – Men’s Bible Study, 9:00 A.M. 
JANUARY 19 – Supervision Stephen Ministry Meeting, 5:30 P.M. 
JANUARY 20 – Game Night? 
 
JANUARY 24 – LifeLight Bible Study, 9:30 A.M. 
JANUARY 24 – Adult Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. 
JANUARY 26 – Men’s Bible Study, 9:00 A.M. 
JANUARY 29 – Blue Shirt Sunday  
JANUARY 29 – Bever Baby Shower following Divine Service 
 
JANUARY 31 – LifeLight Bible Study, 9:30 A.M. 
JANUARY 31 – Adult Bible Study, 6:30 P.M. 
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In Our Prayers 
 

Continued prayers are requested for GARY DENNIS and his wife LORI, as 
Gary’s health continues to decline. 

. . . and for LORI DENNIS, as she recovers from another (third) shoulder 
replacement. 

 

Please continue prayers for Natalie & Kim Roesler’s daughter, MIRANDA  

BEASON, as she goes through aggressive recovery treatment. Natalie and Kim are 
in Omaha with her and her family.  Please continue to pray for all the family. 

 

KATHY and JIM VOSBERG have both been diagnosed with RSV.  Prayers are 
requested for God’s healing care. 

 

Please pray for 6-year-old PHOEBE BEHRMANN, Evelyn’s great 
granddaughter, who is hospitalized in New Mexico with COVID and RSV. 

 

  MARY HAARBERG, had back surgery. She is recovering at home. A Friend is 
staying with her. Please pray for a quick recovery. 
 

 From Lisa’s friend: “Please keep MARCIA in prayer. We are thankful for the 
amazing recovery she has made so far and that she is walking so well. BUT - the 
tingling in her hands and arms is becoming almost unbearable. We know that means 
things are probably improving, but she is really struggling with it. I can't even 
imagine what that must be like.  
 Thank you for your continued prayers." 

 

  RUTH PELINO, Dar’s friend, fell last Friday. She has concussion, contusions 
on neck and shoulders, bruised ribs, and is black and blue all over. Please pray for 
speedy healing for her. 

 

  DARYEL MUELLER needs our continued prayers. She keeps on truckin’ to be 

treated for aplastic anemia. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you are sick or injured, please contact 
  Pastor or one of the Elders so that we 
       may visit and/or pray for you. 

 

Please email prayer requests to 
timjo@centurylink.net 

NOTE: Items on this list will stay 
in the bulletin for two weeks 
unless updated.  THANK YOU! 

 


