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. . . Pastor’s Corner Continued on Next Page 

 

Mine Eyes Have Seen! 

 One of my favorite post-Christmas stories is the 

presentation of Jesus in the Temple. Luke records the 

encounter between the new parents and a man named 

Simeon. “It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ.” (Luke 2:26) And by the power of the Spirit, he came to 

the temple on that specific day, at that specific time, and 

without any prior knowledge of Mary and Joseph, or Jesus for 

that matter, the man recognized his Lord! 

 It reminds me a little of when Mary went to visit Elizebeth, 

and the unborn John leaped in her womb in recognition of the 

yet unborn Savior. How did Simeon know? Ultimately, as the 

scriptures say, Jesus was revealed to him by the Holy Spirit. 

What a remarkable thing! And what a joyous event, to have a 

direct promise from God realized before your very eyes! 
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Save the Date 

 January 1 

January 5 
LWML Meeting 

1:00 P.M. 

January 5 and 19 
Stephen Ministry Meetings 

5:30 - 7:30 P.M. 

January 6 
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January 10 
LifeLight resumes 
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Elders Meeting 

5:30 P.M. 
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Martin Luther King, 

 Jr., Day 

January 24 
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Newsletter  

January 29 
Faith LC Blue Shirt Sunday 

January 29 
Bever Baby Shower 

After Church Service 
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 Simeon took the baby up in his arms and blessed God saying, “Lord, now you are letting your 

servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples. A light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your 

people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32) 

 You can hear the wonderful sigh of satisfaction in Simeon’s voice. What did his future hold 

beyond this moment? What might tomorrow bring? It didn’t matter! Here was the Christ, the Savior of 

‘all peoples.’ And that was enough! 

 What I find so remarkable about all this is that Simeon likely wouldn’t live to see Jesus’ rise to 

prominence, and, perhaps mercifully, he wouldn’t see his crucifixion and death. Simeon was likely 

quite elderly at the time of this encounter, yet we still feel the relief and joy in his announcement. ‘At 

last! The promise is fulfilled! I can go in peace!’ 

 The promise is fulfilled? But how can he say that? How can Simeon take so much solace in 

merely seeing the Christ Child? It is as the author of Hebrews states of those who died in the faith. 

“These all died, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them 

from afar.” (Hebrews 11:13) 

 Consider. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob… Moses, Samuel, and David. So many examples and so 

much faith. These all died with the same future hope, yet with present peace and joy, knowing that 

their God is faithful to His promises! The same was true for Simeon, and the same is true for you and 

me! 

 There is much to be thankful for as we live in this present time. Yes, like Simeon we have seen 

the Savior come. But more, we have seen him crucified, yet risen! And we have heard his promise 

that, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 

everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” (John 11:25-26) Yes, those living before had 

this promise as well, but we see this promise confirmed in Christ’s own bodily resurrection. 

Furthermore, Jesus says to us, “Behold, I am coming soon!” to which we respond, “Amen! Come, 

Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20) 

 All of these things have been revealed to us. Through the teaching and preaching of God’s word, 

we have heard, and by faith, through the Holy Spirit, we have been given assurances of these things. 

Like Simeon, we may not live to see all the things that must take place before Jesus returns and the 

promise is ultimately fulfilled. And as far as I’m concerned, that is a blessing! But even so, we have 

seen our salvation, and that is enough! Enough to, by faith, trust that his word is true, that he is faithful 

to his promises, and that we will see him in eternity. For we know that our Redeemer lives. “And at the 

last he will stand upon the earth. And [even] after [our] skin has been destroyed, yet in [our] flesh we 

will see him.” (Job 19:25-26) 

 So, no matter what tomorrow may hold, what the next week, month, or year might bring, we 
breathe a contented sigh of relief. Because, in Christ, our eyes have seen our salvation. What a 
blessed joy, to have such present and future peace. In Jesus name! Amen! 

Pastor’s Corner, Cont. 
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Greetings in Jesus’ Name, 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE STREAMING HAS MOVED!  

Please go to our Faith Lutheran Church YOUTUBE channel  

• All services are on our new YOUTUBE channel. 

• You can find it on our website at faithlutheranbv.org under streaming and archived services, 
or search for Faith Lutheran Buena Vista on YOUTUBE.  

• Upcoming and archived worship services will be there. 

• Please SUBSCRIBE to this channel when you get there. 

• Unfortunately, no phone dialup is available with the new system. 
 

Please check in 5 to 10 minutes early. 

God bless and keep you. 
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 Sunday’s Adult Bible Study. . . resumes January 8th with the Bible 
Study, Revelation: Worthy Is the Lamb. This will be an exploration of 
what this book says to us today; and is part of the series, God’s Word 
for Today.  

SUNDAY 

 

 Men’s Morning Bible Study:  Men's morning Bible study resumes January 
5th, Thursday, 9:00 A.M. 

 We’re studying a book called Faith that Engages the Culture by Alfonso 
Espinosa.  

THURSDAY 

LifeLight Bible Study . . . 

The LifeLight study of Daniel resumes January 10, 2023, 9:30 A.M., in my home in 
person or via Zoom. 

Daniel will be a more prophetic study.  We will learn about the "Good guys" and 
hopefully understand God's plan for all of us. A great study to start out the 2023 year. 

Some information about Daniel: 
Session 1: God Prepares His Helpers 
Session 2: God Reveals the Future 
Session 3: God Rescues the Faithful and Humbles the Proud 
Session 4: God Changes the Rules 
Session 5: God Saves Those Who Trust in Him 
Session 6: God Speaks through Dreams 
Session 7: God Restores and Saves 
Session 8: God Purifies 
Session 9: God Ends History in Glory 

If you would like to join this study, please let me know, and I will order an Enrich-
ment magazine which contains nine worksheets to be completed prior to class.  I will 
order the magazines at the end of December and get them to you in time to prepare 
for January 10th. 

 Blessings, 

Barb Kegler 

TUESDAY 

 

   Tuesday Evening Adult Bible Study. Pastor Sorensen is leading a Bible Study 
Tuesdays, weekly at 6:30 P.M., studying Lutheranism 101 “Confirmation Refresher.” 

           — Come join us Tuesdays at 6:30 P.M. resuming January 10th, 2023. 
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  Please submit your articles and other input for the 

       FEBRUARY Newsletter  

to FLC’s administrative assistant ON OR BEFORE 
 

 Tuesday, JANUARY 24th, 2023 

FLC Office Hours: Pastor Sorensen’s office hours at Faith are: 

 9:30 A.M. to 12 Noon Thursdays. Other times by appointment only. 
 

 Deadlines: Please make sure any information needing to be 

included in Sunday’s bulletins is given to FLC Administrative  
Assistant by the Thursday BEFORE that Sunday service.  If it is 
received after Wednesday, the information will then be included 
in the following Sunday’s bulletin.  Our bulletins can then be    
published in a timely manner.  
                              

WWW: Check out our presence on the world wide web!  

 Faith’s webpage is at faithlutheranbv.org. 

If you look in the links section, you will find that our Facebook page is 
linked there as well. 

          — Stop in and — 

 

 If you need to get in touch with one 
of the Elders, they have generously made 
their telephone numbers available . . .  

Mark Brinkmann  661-444-7865 

Denny Witte  708-846-8300 

Joel Tarcha   970-819-8459 
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Subject: Newsletter 

suggestions (5 W's) 
 

 When submitting articles for 
the monthly Newsletter 
please include the following: 

Who (who is doing the 
event and who to ask 
questions or give 

 suggestions to) 

 What 

 When - date and times. 
 (Start and ending times)  

 Where  

 Why 

 Volunteer needed? 

Approximate operating expenses for  
December 2022 are $9,400.00. 

December 2022 Attendance and 
Offering Report 

Date Church Communion Offering 

Midweek Advent 
December 1 

15 N/A $160.00 

December 4 49 42 $3,752.10 

Midweek Advent 
December 8 

16 N/A $136.00 

December 11 41 27 $2,419.45 

Midweek Advent 
December 15 

17 N/A N/A 

December 18 44 35 $1,237.10 

Midweek Advent 
December 22 

Ukraine donation 
16 N/A $455.00 

Christmas Eve 
December 24 

70 N/A N/A 

Christmas 
Morning 

December 25 
37 20 $2,136.00 

Extra offering 
deposit 

December 29 
N/A N/A $1,554.29 
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Those Serving Us This Month 

 

Communion Setup 

Month of January - Cindy Dunekacke 

 
Altar Flowers 

January 1 - OPEN 
January 8 - Sue and Tim Pleger 

January 15 - Al Niebergall - to the glory of God 
January 22 - Colleen and James Miller 

January 29 - OPEN 
 

Greeters 

January 1 - Clare Tarcha 
January 8 - Vaughn Bishop 
January 15 - Barb Kegler 
January 22 - James Miller 

January 29 - Betty Muecke 
 
 

Ushers 

January 1 - Gerry Gallob 
January 8 - Dan Muecke 

January 15 - Lisa Stahlecker 
January 22 - Vaughn Bishop 

January 29 - Clare Tarcha 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Elders 

  Mark Brinkman, Head Elder 
   Dennis Witte 
    Joel Tarcha 

 
Reader 

January 1 - Jana Schumann 
January 8 - Sherry Bishop 
January 15 - Barb Kegler 

January 22 - Colleen Miller 
January 29 - Becky Daughety 

 
Cleaning the Sanctuary 

and the Basement 

January 1-7 - Clare and Joel Tarcha 

 
 

Cleaning the Sanctuary  

January 15 - 21 - Lisa Stahlecker 

Cleaning the Basement 

January 15 - 21 - Jana Schumann 
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Happy New Year! 
 

As we welcome in the New Year, let us be Thankful for our health, 

homes and family, but also that we have eternal salvation from a God 

we can’t be separated from. 

 

January 5, 2023, at 1:00 P.M. Bring a Friend and Share the Blessing 

of Friendship and Faith-building. Barb Kegler will be starting the LWML 

meeting with a devotion and serving as hostess. Secret Prayer sisters 

were assigned January 4th. If you missed that opportunity, please let 

me know so we can add you to this Sister outreach and sharing event. 

 

Upcoming events for January include a guest speaker Beth Ritchie from 

Haven of Hope immediately following the service on January 15th at a 

Lunch & Learn. 

 

January 29th, Baby Shower immediately following worship service for 

Drew, Brittany and Katarina Bever expecting a baby in February. More 

info to follow. 

 

“Serve the Lord with Gladness” 
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EVANGELISTS OF FAITH 

January 2023 

If you’re like me, the word “Evangelism” can cause some angst. My first impulse, when 
‘evangelism’ is mentioned, is to slink down in my chair, or volunteer for something else. It 
conjures up thoughts of going through neighborhoods, knocking on doors and trying to con-
vince people to come to church (Your church, to be specific), or at least read the Bible.  Cold 
calls such as this can be a daunting task for anyone, especially if you’re not a great speaker. 
I’ve tended to shy away from evangelism because of this, but then felt a tinge of guilt for not 
getting involved. Which brings me to the question…”Do all Christians need to be Evange-
lists?” Read what Peter has to say in 1Peter 3:15: 

 “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. Yet do it with gentleness and 
respect.”    (ESV) 

Well…. the answer is “YES”. However, God’s word through St. Peter, sounds a bit less 
daunting than, perhaps, the “cold call” method. If someone were to ask me why I have faith, 
or hope in Christ, I think that I could explain why.  At least they would have shown some in-
terest. That being said, my answer may require a bit of forethought, or preparedness, in or-
der to give a confident ‘defense’.  

When I was a Boy Scout we had the motto “Be Prepared”. One year we planned a hike in the 
Grand Canyon. While we had learned and knew about hiking and camping from previous 
outings, we still had to give some thought as to what we might need, proper shoes, how to 
keep our packs as light as possible and, what we had to do to get into reasonable shape. Oh, 
and bring plenty of water! 

So, as Peter says…..” we should always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you.”  In a way, it’s a personal thing. What can I say 
about my faith and what God means to me? What is the ‘hope’ that is in me? For each of us 
the answer may be somewhat different but, at the same time, there are some very important 
similarities.  “I (we) believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, his son……..” 

Sound familiar? Yes, the Nicene and the Apostle Creeds. If you’re not sure how to put your 
‘hope’ into words, our creeds may be a good place to start. They may not be written in the 
way that we normally speak, but some thoughtful review of them (preparation) may help us 
in explaining our ‘hope’ in our own words, when asked to do so.                                                                                       
And…..most importantly, ask the Holy Spirit to give you the words to speak, when the time 
comes to defend your faith. 

So, be prepared! God is with us on our journey of evangelism.                

God’s Blessings! 

Tim Pleger, Evangelism Coordinator   
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Greg Prosser 
12794 Waterbury Rd 
Longmont Co. 
303-772-1416 
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   First Fruits for this month:  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE we will again respond to the items the 

 M I S S I O N  currently needs –  

. . . and a big  to all for donations from all of 

us at the mission! 

The Mission needs Spaghetti Sauce, One-Dish Meals (canned), Peanut Butter, 
      Tuna Packets, Canned Fruit and/or Pre-packaged Fruit Cups. 

Financial contributions are also welcome! 

Please take contributions to their back door and knock to donate. 

HOURS:  Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

GAME NIGHT  
No January Game Night at Faith Lutheran. 

Next one scheduled for February 24th, 2023. 
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   Stephen Ministry 
 

 Look What God is Doing! 
                                       Hear about the surprising things that God is doing in Stephen Ministries. 

                                                                                                By Connie Wright 
   

John tells us that while in Galilee, Jesus found Philip and asked him to, “Follow Me.”  I don’t 
know if that was the whole conversation and Philip obediently followed, or if a lengthy discus-
sion was needed to convince Philip to follow Jesus, however, Philip was “hooked for good”. 
   

The first thing Philip did was to hunt down his friend, Nathanael.  One can almost hear the ex-
citement in Philip’s voice as he tells Nathanael, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

  

So, how does Nathanael reply to all this exciting news?  With (paraphrased in 2023 English), 
“Really??  You’ve got to be kidding me!  We’ve been waiting forever for the Messiah.  …and, can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Then, I wonder, if he gave out a good hardy laugh of dis-
belief.   
 

But, Philip, knowing he really had seen the Messiah, replied back with a confident, “Come and 
see.”  (…and maybe he even thought to himself, “You don’t have to believe me.  Come and see 
for yourself!”) 
 

How many of us don’t immediately believe another person when they come to us with an al-
most unbelievable message.  That is often times a very wise response, and we say, “If it is too 
good to be true, it probably isn’t true.” 
 

With that thought in mind, I say to you, “Come and see.  Come and see what the Steven Minis-
try program is all about.  It really does teach you how to care for others in an easy to learn way.  
You really can learn to share God’s love and care with others.  Don’t believe me?  Come and 
see!  Come and see for yourself!”    
 

We will have a 50 hour class beginning soon, and we would welcome you to “Come and see.”  
For more information and an application, please talk to Betty, Connie, or Pastor Sorensen now.  
You may find yourself in Nathanael’s shoes.  He realized that Philip was right -- the son of Jo-
seph, from Nazareth, really was the Messiah -- and became one of His faithful disciples.  Some-
thing good really did come out of Nazareth.   
 

Sometimes, things that sound too good to be true, really are true.  Come and see! 
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In Our Prayers 

 

Continued prayers are requested for GARY DENNIS and his wife LORI, as Gary’s 
health continues to decline. 

. . . and for LORI DENNIS, as she recovers from another (third) shoulder replacement. 

 

Please continue prayers for Natalie & Kim Roesler’s daughter, MIRANDA 

BEASON, as she goes through aggressive recovery treatment. Natalie and Kim are in 
Omaha with her and her family.  Please continue to pray for all the family. 

 

  MARY HAARBERG, had back surgery. She is recovering at home. A friend is 
staying with her. Please pray for a quick recovery. 
 

 From Lisa’s friend: “Please keep MARCIA in prayer. We are thankful for the 
amazing recovery she has made so far and that she is walking so well. BUT - the tingling 
in her hands and arms is becoming almost unbearable. We know that means things are 
probably improving, but she is really struggling with it. I can't even imagine what that 
must be like.  

 Thank you for your continued prayers." 

 

  RUTH PELINO, Dar’s friend, fell. She has concussion, contusions on neck and 
shoulders, bruised ribs, and is black and blue all over. Please pray for speedy healing for 
her. 

 

  DARYEL MUELLER needs our continued prayers. She keeps on truckin’ to be treated 
for aplastic anemia. 

 
If you are sick or injured, please contact Pastor or one of the Elders 

so that we can visit and/or pray for you. 

 
 


