
  

“I have come into the world—to 

bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth 

listens to my voice.” Pilate said 

to him, “What is truth?” 

  

- John 18:37b-38  

The LORD has 
established his 
throne in the 
heavens, and his 
kingdom rules 
over all. 

 

- Psalm 103:19 
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545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000649 
Tune: Public domain 
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Please Stand 

Opening Versicles 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 

L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 
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Old Testament Reading Psalm 103 

L A reading from Psalm, the one hundred third chapter. 
  

1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, 
 bless his holy name! 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and forget not all his benefits, 
3who forgives all your iniquity, 
 who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the 
pit, 
 who crowns you with steadfast 
love and mercy, 
5who satisfies you with good 
 so that your youth is renewed 
like the eagle’s. 
6The LORD works righteousness 
 and justice for all who are 
oppressed. 
7He made known his ways to 
Moses, 
 his acts to the people of Israel. 
8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 
9He will not always chide, 
 nor will he keep his anger 
forever. 
10He does not deal with us 
according to our sins, 
 nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. 

 

 

12as far as the east is from the west, 
 so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us. 
13As a father shows compassion to his 
children, 
 so the LORD shows compassion to 
those who fear him. 
14For he knows our frame; 
 he remembers that we are dust. 
15As for man, his days are like grass; 
 he flourishes like a flower of the 
field; 
16for the wind passes over it, and it is 
gone, 
 and its place knows it no more. 
17But the steadfast love of the LORD is 
from everlasting to everlasting on 
those who fear him, 
 and his righteousness to children’s 
children, 
18to those who keep his covenant 
 and remember to do his 
commandments. 
19The LORD has established his throne 
in the heavens, 
 and his kingdom rules over all. 
20Bless the LORD, O you his angels, 
 you mighty ones who do his word, 
 obeying the voice of his word! 
21Bless the LORD, all his hosts, 
 his ministers, who do his will! 
 

 



5 

 

 

 
11For as high as the heavens are 
above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love 
toward those who fear him; 

 

 

22Bless the LORD, all his works, 
 in all places of his dominion. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord.           C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading Romans 8:31–39 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8. 
  

 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 
the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep 
to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord.           C Thanks be to God. 
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Please Stand 

Gospel Reading John 18:33–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighteenth chapter. 
 

 33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own 
accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? 
Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have 
you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 
were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be 
delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then Pilate 
said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 
this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate 
said to him, “What is truth?” 
 After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find 
no guilt in him. 39But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at 
the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40They 
cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.        C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Responsory 

L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 
 
 

Please Stand 

Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
 died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
 Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
 of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

 life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 

554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon 
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Offering 
 

Please Stand 

Prayer 
Each petition concludes: 
L …let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

Final petition: 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

Collects 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and 
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 
serve You in willing obedience. 

 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to 
heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

 

Blessing 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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